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one was prepared for people to go out to shoot and be shot.
Yeats was not alone responsible ; no doubt but Lady
Gregory helped him to get the peasant speech so perfect;
but above all, Miss Gonne's impersonation had stirred
the audience as I have never seen another audience stirred.
At the height of her beauty, she transformed herself there
into one of the half-mad old crones whom we were accus-
tomed to see by Irish roadsides, and she spoke, as they spoke,
in a half-crazy chant. But the voice in which she spoke,
a voice that matched her superb stature and carriage,
had rich flexibility and power to stir and to stimulate ;
and the words which she spoke were the words of a master-
piece. Yeats has said somewhere that his defect as a drama-
tist is that normal men do not interest him; but here in
one brief theme he had expressed what a hundred others
have tried to do, the very spirit of a race for ever defeated
and for ever insurgent against defeat. He had linked this
expression with the picture of a perfectly normal Irish
household group ; the small farmer, greedy for more land,
his wife even more set on gain than he, their son who is
about to marry, and the girl who is to bring her portion
with herself. The old wandering woman who comes in,
welcomed to the hearth because it would not be lucky to
turn her away at such a time, speaks at first in riddling
words, yet the meaning of them is plain to any Irish
audience. The name that she gives herself belongs to a
past half-faded out of memory, the past in which Irish
poets wrote songs in Irish ; yet it wakens an echo in the
present. " Some have called me Cathleen the daughter of
Houlihan." " I think I knew some one of that name once/'
says Peter Gillane. " It must be some one I knew when I
was a boy/' The audience was quick to catch the implica-
tion : memory of a nation's youth, memory of a man's
youthful generosity, half-forgotten later. But the song
that rebel Ireland had made for itself when Ireland was
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